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Abstract

The research aimed to analyze the impact of adopting International Financial Reporting
Standards (IFRS) on earnings management practices in banks. It also examined the role of
board characteristics (such as independence« gender diversity< and number of meetings) in
moderating the relationship between IFRS adoption and earnings management. Data were
collected from the annual reports and accounting databases of banks listed on the Iraq Stock
Exchange. The research sample included five banks: Rafidain Bank« Rasheed Bank< Baghdad
Bank« Irag Commercial Bank¢ and Dar Al Salam Bank. The research relied on a quantitative
analysis of financial and accounting data from the annual reports of Iragi banks. The
relationship between research variables (such as board size< independence< number of
meetings« and IFRS adoption) and earnings management was analyzed using illustrative tables
to determine the impact of each variable on enhancing or diminishing earnings management.
The research concluded that board independence plays a pivotal role in enhancing the
effectiveness of IFRS adoption« as it reduces earnings management practices by enhancing
objective oversight and transparency. The number of board meetings is inversely related to
earnings management« as frequent meetings enhance oversight of financial decisions and
reduce the opportunities for earnings manipulation. The study recommended separating the
position of chairman of the board of directors from that of chief executive officer to enhance
independent oversight and ensure the effective implementation of IFRS standards. It also
recommended training board members on IFRS standards to ensure full compliance and

enhance transparency in financial reporting.

Keywords: International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS)¢ earnings management:
dual position« financial reporting quality« financial transparency.
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