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Abstract:

The discourse of imam Al-Ridha (peace be upon him) is predi-
cated on invoking shared values and argumentative positions.
This approach entails constructing arguments based on mutual
points of agreement between the discourse participants, serv-
ing as a potent and overarching influence on the psyche of the
recipient. It is also evident that a "universal recipient" is a tar-
geted and anticipated audience in the discourse of the Imam,
even if this recipient is rare, potential, or non-existent, due to
his religious obligations. He extensively alludes to religious and
ethical values, supported by various positions, whether en-
gaged in dialogue, debate, or merely conveying information.
His discourse suggests a value-based model—a foundation for
realizing this model or completing what is incomplete in reali-
ty. Concurrently, his discourse subtly incorporates an argument
of aversion to an opposing or contradictory model, or, in other

words, an argument for excluding that opposing model, which



Y4 s Tasleem Journal (35) %0 L;j.“ (’u}“ uL/Ia;; & ‘:\Z’.'"‘/. oI cé‘};_ﬂ} " |i\;j€_:,l

may be flawed. The values and positions this discourse were in-
tended to influence the recipient, eliciting either acceptance and
approval or rejection and disapproval. Consequently, the recipi-
ent is compelled to engage with the argumentative process until
its intended outcomes are realized, thereby becoming an active
participant in their reproduction. This research is organized into
three sections. The first section is theoretical, addressing the cor-
relation between values and positions in argumentative studies.
The second and third sections examine the values of approval and
disapproval and the supporting positions in his discourse (peace
be upon him).

Keywords: values, positions, arguments, Imam al-Ridha.
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