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Summary:

This study aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the Democratic Party’s policies in Turkey
during the period from 1950 to 1960—a pivotal decade in the history of the modern Turkish
Republic. The newly elected government prioritized the agricultural sector, particularly
addressing the needs of peasants who comprised the majority of the population at the time. It
also focused on fostering industrial development and attracting foreign capital by enacting
legislation favorable to Western investors, resulting in relative growth in sectors such as
chemical and electrical industries.

Despite the initial momentum, these policies lacked coherent economic planning and sound
governance, which led to structural imbalances in the medium term. Import volumes
increased significantly, and external debt rose to nearly five billion Turkish lira by the end of
the decade, causing a severe balance of payments crisis. Simultaneously, living conditions
deteriorated due to rising unemployment driven by rural-to-urban migration.

On the socio-cultural level, the period witnessed deliberate attempts to Westernize Turkish
society. The study concludes that, despite reformist intentions, the Democratic Party’s
policies failed to address fundamental structural challenges, ultimately weakening the party’s
legitimacy and internal cohesion. This paved the way for military intervention and the military
coup of May 27, 1960. The study employs a historical and structuralist analytical framework
to examine the causal relationships between economic, social, and political developments.

Keywords: Democratic Party, Turkey, Turkish Economy, Foreign, Capital,
1960 Military Coup.
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