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Age estimation lawsuits and the phenomenon of
marriage outside the court ; its social and legal
implications for Iraqi society
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The age estimation is one of the daily examinations known to large seg-
ments of society and forensic doctors in MLD. Where a virtual examination
is adopted, a macroscopic examination is carried out, and x-rays of the bones
and teeth are used to determine the age group of individuals. In Baghdad —
MLD, an increase in referrals of age estimation cases from some courts to the
Living Biology Department was noted.

A retrospective cross sectional analytical study of age estimation issues
was conducted during ten years from 2010 to 2019 using multiple indicators
such as the number of referrals, gender, age groups, referral areas, and others.
The results were analyzed using Excel software program.

The results proved that , the rate of this examination represented 63.08%
of the total number of the department’s total examinations within ten years,
with no clear difference in referring individuals according to gender. How-
ever, the statistics showed the impact of this examination according to the
age group, as the largest number of referrals was for the two age groups (0-4
and 5-15 years) at a rate of (44.63% and 38.81%), respectively. But then the
referral decreases significantly compared to the age groups (15-24 and 25-44
years), as their percentage reached (8.90% and 6.41%) respectively as well.
It was also found that , (1.14% and 0.08%) of the referrals were from the age
group (45 years and over).
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The results also documented that 12% of the total number of referrals sub-
ject their owners to DNA testing procedures for the purpose of investigating
legally established filiation relationships!.

The reasons for the referral were discussed according to the different age
groups , regions of referral courts and the various relevant authorities.

The evidence of the abundance of referrals of these cases casts a nega-
tive shadow on the citizen on one hand and on society on the other hand, as
it entails legal and administrative procedures besides multiple and complex
medical and laboratory examinations, and sometimes even extremely com-
plex, which affects the citizens negatively from the social, financial, efforts

and psychological aspects.

On the other hand, it is negatively reflected on the relevant competent
authorities, including the Biology Examination Department, where the
momentum of work and effort increases and the need for more time and
laboratory materials in cases whose roots and causes can be researched to
solve the problems arising from them and how to address and deal with them
to preserve and protect the entity of the family and guarantee its natural rights
within controls and brief procedures and with the least possible legal, social,
human, time and material harm, whether at the level of the Iraqi family or at

the societal level.

In conclusion, amending laws and issuing instructions , inventory of
referrals for age estimation lawsuits in proportion to the scientific, legal and
jurisprudential aspects that necessitate them and Granting licenses to clerics,

concluding marriage contracts are recommended in this study.
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