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The Principle of Universality in the Iraqi Penal
Code, between the Stalemate of the Legislative
Reality and the Implementation of the
International Obligations

Prof.Dr.Bassair Ali Mohammed®
Asst.Lect.Marwa Abdul wahed Hasan®"

Abstract

The principle of universality is one of the principles that raised
controversy at the end of the twentieth century, hoping to achieve criminal
justice in the field of serious crimes or international crimes, while from other
perspective the principle can cause political problems between states when
used in a political motivated.

The international community has recognized the extraterritorial criminal
jurisdiction over crimes committed outside the territory of the state,
universal jurisdiction is one of the aspects of this practice, as it is defined as
the ability to try person for crime committed outside its territory and that are
not linked to the state nationality of both the victims and the suspect or even
its harm to the state’s own national interests. The proscription of the acts in
the universal jurisdiction is originates in international level, while the crime
under domestic level can not lead to implement universal jurisdiction.

This research deals with the defining the principle of universality and its
basis in international conventions and national laws, placing attention on the
Iraqi legislation and the extent of its commitment to dedicate the principle
of universality in the Iraqi Penal Code for crimes that are prohibited in
international conventions to which Iraq is a party and to what extent it is in
according to its current international obligat
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