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whole series of new requirements.
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The citizen’s role in public participation to

protect the environment from pollution

A study in international environmental law and its applications in Iraq

Dr. Jassim Abdel Aziz Hammadi®

Legal consultant.Saif M. Jasim

Abstrac

The right of citizens to public participation in the protection of the
environment is one of the basic matters for the exercise of traditional human
rights in every society, because the survival and well-being of a person
depends on their knowledge of the risks that beset them and the ability to
avoid them or reduce them to the maximum extent possible. They are unable
to adequately protect their lives as well as preserve their property, cultural
heritage and natural resources, and they cannot demand that their governments
undertake meaningful reforms in their environmental management policies.
Therefore, countries should assume a positive duty in their assessment of the
environmental and public health risks associated with industrial activities.
Under its jurisdiction and control, and to inform persons likely to be affected
by these activities of the results of this assessment, the recognition of these
obligations under the fundamental human rights doctrine that has been
recognized in international conventions and declarations on international
environmental law would have ensured a kind of legal safeguards for victims
. Environmental pollution

key words: environment protection, Public Participation, Citizen, pollution,
environmental democracy, International Environmental Agreements,
International Declarations and Instruments,Civil society organizations,
popular protests, Environmental Legi

(*)(**)Ministry of Environment
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