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Abstract:

The research investigates the representations of silence as an active
narrative and semantic component in the series «Ababeel; The Epic
of Clay and Fires by the writer Ahmad Al-Hamdan. The study aims
to identify the patterns of silence and its psychological and aesthet-
ic functions in the narrative structure of the text, starting from the
premise that silence is not merely the absence of speech, but an ex—
pressive mechanism that carries interpretative, emotional, and artis—
tic dimensions. The study is divided into a theoretical introduction
that defines the concept of silence in literary studies. both ancient
and modern, followed by an introduction to the series. It then tran—
sitions to the applied aspect by analyzing the representations of si-
lence in the novels through two main axes: First: intentional silence,
which involves structural deficiencies manifested by gaps in narra-
tive, temporal, and spatial diimensions, Silent description, then, rep-
resents the substitution of language with aesthetic silence, especially
in depicting nature, architecture, and human forms, The silence of
sound includes the quietness of characters, the narrator, and the nar—
rative subject as a tool for creating tension and contemplation. Sec—
ond: unintentional silence, which addresses unexplained gaps, leav—
ing the reader in front of an unresolved ambiguity within the text.
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It also discusses silence of awe or shock as an automatic emotional =~

response that renders the character unable to speak under the over-

whelming weight of astonishment, fear, or loss.

Keywords: intentional silence, unintentional silence, gaps, struc-
tural deficiency, characters, time, place.
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