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The Theory of the Governing Agent:
Between Tradition and Modernity
Asst. Lecturer Saja Radi Abdul Kareem
Department of Arabic Language /
College of Education - Ibn Rushd for Human Sciences / University of Baghdad
saja.r@ircoedu.uobagdad.edu.iq
Abstract :

The concept of the governing agent (al-‘amil) has been among the most
contested issues in Arabic grammatical theory, both in the classical and
modern traditions. While some grammarians considered it the cornerstone
of the Arabic system, others viewed it as an excessive logical construct that
distanced grammar from actual language use and complicated its accessi-
bility. To address this debate, the study outlines the definition, types, and
functions of the agent, then reviews its treatment in the grammatical her-
itage and in modern scholarship, concluding with a synthesis of the two
perspectives.
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