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The nature of the relationship between ethics and politics
in Western thought
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Abstract :

Politics, according to philosophers, is a logical progression of ethics and among them,
governance must be founded on the values of morality, virtue, and human rights. According
to this perspective, the state serves as a means to further the public good. Others, on the
other hand, believed that politics has a logic distinct from morality and in this view, it is per-
missible to use lies, violence, or deception to maintain power or achieve the public interest.
Because political realism sometimes necessitates deviating from strict moral principles. Al-
though there are trends that have sought to reconcile the two sides by arguing that politics
should strive to achieve moral goals, while maintaining flexibility that takes into account the
nature of reality and social conflicts. Western thought has oscillated between an idealism
that connects politics with morality and a realism that separates them, acknowledging the
complexities of political life.

Key words: Ethics /politics/ Good/ Evil/ Machiavelli.
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