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Sources of Poetic Imagery in the Poetry of Ahmed Matar
A Descriptive Study
Asst. Prof. Dr. Noor Ageel Mohammed Saeed
Al-Iragia University / College of Education for Women - Department of Arabic Language

Noor.a.mohammed@aliragia.edu.iq
Abstract :

If modern poets have altered the form and content of contemporary poetry to meet the
demands of modernity, Ahmed Matar went further by completely redefining it. He moved
poetry from the balconies of lovers, gardens of affection, and shores of longing to prisons,
detention centers, and the dungeons of darkness, transforming it into a living and enduring
witness to the suffering and calamities of the oppressed. Historically, Arabic poetry often
served as a medium for entertainment, amusement, and joy. However, Matar transformed it
into a revolutionary statement and a slap that startles the sleeping and exposes the tyrants’
faces. While some traditional Arabic poems used to enter the palaces of the wealthy with
bowed heads, submissive and flattering, Matar turned poetry into a dagger in the side and
a sudden shot that disrupts their peace and ends their arrogance.

Discussing Ahmed Matar is a subject full of depth and emotion. He is a great poet, rich
in thought, language, and imagery. Most importantly, he demonstrates a serious and firm
stance regarding the issues of his nation and profound respect for his own integrity. Early
in his life, he threw himself into the fire because his conscience would not allow him to
remain silent or wear festive attire at a funeral. Filled with anger, sorrow, and rebellion, he
declared a revolution against all forms of corruption. Each of his poems merits study, and
every aspect of his poetry requires in-depth analysis to fully appreciate its value in academic
research.

keyword: picture, poetry, Ahmed matter .
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