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Formation of Collective Consciousness
In Arabic Poetry from the Pre-Islamic to the Abbasid Era:
A Sociological Approach
Lecturer Dr.Muna Mohammed Hatem |, Ass. LecturerMuna Attia Mehna
Al-Karkh University of Science

munamohammed@kus.edu.iq munaaldbe@kus.edu.iq
Abstract:

This research aims to explore the transformations of consciousness in Arabic poetry. In the Pre-Is-
lamic era, the consciousness formed in the poem began as a collective consciousness. The poet in
this era did not speak for himself but rather was the mouthpiece of the tribe, articulating its voice. In
the Islamic era, Arabic poetry continued to speak about the tribe, as well as Islam and its values, thus
depicting the life of the Islamic nation. In the Umayyad era, the tribe was no longer the primary focus;
it became secondary. During this period, collective consciousness shifted from discussing the tribe to
discussing the Umayyad state. The poet expressed the collective, yet not all consciousness in Umayyad
poetry was collective. Individual consciousness emerged among some poets, attributed to the rise
of poetic genres that depicted the poet's life and personal vision, such as ascetic poetry (Zuhdiyyat)
and wine poetry (Khamriyyat), which represented a personal direction. By the Abbasid era, collective
consciousness gradually began to disappear. The developments that affected the state at that time
influenced poetry, leading to the prominence of individual consciousness in Abbasid poetry.

Keywords: Consciousness, Sociology, Poetry .
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