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The availability of language skills among students of the College of Education,
Tuz Khurmatu, in light of some demographic variables
Sufyan Hatem Hazzaa

Tikrit University, College of Education, Tuz Khurmatu / Department of Physics
Abstract :

The study aimed to investigate the level of students’ proficiency in the four core language skills—
listening, reading, writing, and speaking—and to analyze the differences in these skills based on demo-
graphic variables such as gender, study period (morning or evening), and the number of languages
spoken. The research adopted a descriptive analytical approach, with a purposive sample of 109 students
from the College of Education at the University of Tuz Khurmatu during the academic year 2025/2026.
A 32-item questionnaire was developed and distributed equally across the four language skills. The in-
strument'’s validity was confirmed through expert review, and its reliability was verified using Cronbach’s
alpha, which yielded a coefficient of 0.88 for the overall scale—indicating strong internal consistency.

The results revealed statistically significant differences in the availability of language skills, with lis-
tening scoring the highest, followed by reading, writing, and finally speaking. Significant differences were
also found in favor of female students in writing and speaking skills, and in favor of multilingual students
in listening and reading skills. Furthermore, students in the morning session outperformed those in the
evening session across all four skills. The study recommends developing comprehensive educational pro-
grams to enhance writing and speaking skills, organizing targeted training workshops, integrating inter-
active technological tools, improving the learning environment for evening students, and encouraging
the acquisition of additional languages due to their positive impact on certain language skills.

Keywords: Listening, reading, writing, speaking, Demographic.
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