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Abstract :

This study addresses the phenomenon of exaggeration among some modern scholars in interpreting
the rules of the Arabic language, particularly in the field of the relationship between syntax (i‘rab) and
meaning. Since its early stages, Arabic grammatical study has been characterized by a balance between
form and meaning. The early grammarians—such as Sibawayh and Ibn Jinni-affirmed that syntax is sub-
ordinate to meaning, and that the ultimate aim of grammatical rules is to serve Arabic expression and to
aid in the understanding of texts. However, some modern scholars have gone to extremes in interpreting
syntactic rules, either by making syntax the sole authority over meaning, by assigning to it semantic
functions beyond what the linguistic structure can bear, or by attempting to forcibly subject it to foreign
linguistic theories that do not align with the particularity of Arabic.

The research focuses on identifying manifestations of this exaggeration through applied examples
from the Qur'an and Arabic poetry, with a comparative analysis between the perspectives of the ear-
ly grammarians and modern scholars regarding the relationship between syntax and meaning. It also
highlights the consequences of such exaggeration, whether in the interpretation of religious texts, in
language education, or in shaping linguistic identity.

The study concludes that a balanced approach to the rules of the language requires viewing syntax as
a means to understanding meaning rather than an end in itself. Both excess and neglect lead to distorted
interpretation and weaken linguistic scholarship. Therefore, the research calls for a balanced vision that
reconciles the authenticity of the Arabic grammatical heritage with the achievements of modern linguis-
tic studies, while avoiding exaggeration and forced interpretation

Keywords: Exaggeration among modern scholars . Syntax and meaning. Modern linguistic studies.
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