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Abstract:
This study examines expansion in the Mediterranean basin and its
impact on the Ottoman-European conflict in North Africa during
the nineteenth century. This period was marked by a marked growth
in Western ambitions across the Mediterranean and Ottoman lands.
North Africa became a key battleground as the Ottoman Empire
clashed with European powers competing for colonies in the region.
After the Berlin Conference of 1878, the Ottoman Empire recognized
North Africass strategic importance in resisting European colonial
ambitions, particularly their efforts to access the resources of Central
Africa through the exploitation of Ottoman lands. While European
powers were united in their colonial goals, they competed fiercely
due to divergent interests, leading to international conflicts and shifts
in regional balances. This study aims to analyze the nature and back—
ground of colonial expansion in the Mediterranean and its effects on
the Ottoman-European conflict. Using historical analysis, compara—
tive studies, and a range of Turkish, Arab, and Western sources for an
objective examination, the findings highlight two main conclusions:
First, colonial expansion in the Mediterranean was deeply rooted
in colonial motives aimed at controlling global resources; Second,
North Africa played a pivotal role in shaping regional and interna—
* tional dynamics in the late nineteenth century.
Keywords: Ottoman Empire, European powers, Mediterranean,
North Africa, Congress of Berlin.
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