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Abstract :
The novel raises existential questions that oscillate between the
concepts of life and death, and represents some dimensions of the
historical process of man from considerations of wisdom and sym-—
bolic spaces. The author seems to insist on promoting the idea that
major concepts such as existence and nothingness, time and non-
life, are a series of inevitable tests for the truths of mams troubled
self to be revealed and achieve his humanity. Existential philoso-
phy appears clearly in the novel and almost aligns with the ideas of
Jean-Paul Sartre and Camus, where the concept of freedom and
mams responsibility for his destiny occupied a large space in the
novel. Place appeared in the novel as part of the process of iden—
tity and belonging. as the author made memories and the history
of places an essential element in shaping our selves, regardless of
intellectual differences The novel contains strong teatures of Gas—
ton Bachelard:s views, especially in describing the poetics of plac-
es during the voluntary return to the past when the ceiling of the
present and future collapses before consciousness and stops, The
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illusion, as if man is naturally tossed about by these difficult duali-
ties in this world. The truth in the novel is not absolute; it is strong-
ly linked to our experiences and the breadth of our understand-
ing of them in this world, He may, without realizing it, be close
to Friedrich Nietzschess philosophy that existence is nothing but
a struggle of wills to complete the self. But in forms and proposals
that follow the human functional position and the exploitation of
others to achieve this completion, The writer sees in the novel that
the thread of connection between generations is the only link that
distinguishes us as cognitive beings and a living connection of hu-
man wisdom and experience; if'it dies, everything dies. The writer
did not neglect the spiritual dimension in the novel. as he described
in detail the voluntary response of the oppressed human self to God
and his eagerness to believe in Him, as He is the only source of re—
assurance that penetrates the depths of Arab prisons.
Keywords: life, death, entrenchment, wisdom, symbolic spaces
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