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Summary:

Nigeria is one of the countries of the western African continent, characterized by
the multiplicity of ethnic, religious and linguistic groups, as it made its multiple social
composition a microcosm of the African continent, as it was divided into three regions: the
northern region, the eastern region, and the western region, and each of these regions was
inhabited by an ethnic group that dominated that region.

Nigeria was distinguished by the diversity of its economic resources, especially
before the discovery of oil, as agriculture formed the main source of the Nigerian economy,
and among the most important agricultural products were dates, oil, rubber, cocoa, and
peanuts, as well as potatoes, sesame, rice, cotton, palm oil and other Agricultural crops, and
these crops were to meet local consumption, in addition to the presence of some other
economic sources to meet the needs of the population, such as building materials and
cleaning materials, as their financial returns provided the country with about a third of
exports. The agriculture sector declined after the discovery of oil, and oil played a major
role in the Nigerian economy, which improved income levels, industry developed and
trade between Nigeria and other countries expanded.

The political events that Nigeria witnessed after gaining its independence from
Britain in 1960 played an important role in the economic developments of Nigeria, as civil
and military governments took over Nigeria during the research study period 1960-1983,
as well as the occurrence of the Nigerian civil war during the period 1967-1970, which In

one way or another, it affected the Nigerian economy.
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