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Environmental sustainability of the city of Karbala in light of the Forty
Reality and ambition
Assist Prof Dr. Israa Adel Rasool Al-Alali
College of Education for Women
University of Baghdad
israa.adil@coeduw.uobaghdad.edu.iq
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Summary:

The city of Karbala is one of the most important ancient Iraqi cities. whose
roots go back to the era of the Babylonian civilization (third millennium BC). The
study started from a problem that states the environmental deterioration that
Karbala governorate suffers from after the visit. as the highest number of visitors
reached (21.198.640) visitors in the year (2022) compared to the number of
visitors coming to Karbala governorate to participate in the forty days of Imam
Hussein (PBUH) between the years (2017). -2022). which is a large number that is
not commensurate with the absorptive capacity of the study area. Thus. its impact
on the increase in the amount of waste removed for the year 2022. as it reached
(33583) tons. which is the highest amount of waste removed compared to the
previous years for the period (2017-2022). and this number is increasing in Every
year with the increase in the number of visitors and processions. as well as damage
to the infrastructure as well as problems in environmental pollution. whether for
air. water. land and noise. due to the lack of awareness of practicing this type of
religious tourism. This holy visit and the large march of two million people every
year towards the Holy Karbala from all parts of Iraq and the Arab and Islamic world
cost large sums of money. but these funds are not worth The reward for this visit.

however. is the wisdom in how to invest these funds. which are spent in the correct
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manner. so that the visit gives its most beautiful forms and achieves its goal in the
path of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) in the path of reform and non-
extravagance. and thus achieving sustainable development of the environment of
Karbala through the rehabilitation of attractions. Tourism. The research relied on the
hypothesis of activating the culture of visiting the Arbaeen and applying the concept
of environmental religious tourism by increasing the environmental awareness of
the citizen and the relevant authorities. Within the framework of the modest

financial allocations allocated to tourism.




