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Grave Exhumation in the Islamic State Until 247 AH:
A Historical Study
Zainab Abdul-Hussein Abdul-Bari

Assist Prof Dr. Mohsen Taama Yousef
University of Basra - College of Arts

The phenomenon of grave exhumation in Islamic history represents a
thorny and complex issue, intertwining political, economic, social, and
sometimes religious motivations. Throughout the ages, the Islamic State
witnessed various incidents of grave exhumation, each with its own
context and specific reasons. In the early periods of Islam, the sanctity of
graves and the deceased was of great importance. However, some
instances of grave exhumation began to appear for different reasons,
especially during times of political turmoil. The exhumation of the graves
of opponents or figures considered hostile to the ruling authority was
sometimes a means of insulting memory and expressing political anger.
Incidents of the exhumation of the graves of some prominent figures in
the internal conflicts that the Islamic State witnessed in its early centuries
can be recalled.

It is important to note that historical sources are fundamental to
understanding this phenomenon. Therefore, the study of grave
exhumation requires tracing the narratives and accounts found in history
books and biographies, and analyzing them carefully to understand the
context, motivations, and consequences resulting from these actions.
Furthermore, the period up to the year 247 AH, which is the period
covered by the research title, includes incidents of grave exhumation
linked to early political conflicts, such as the attempted exhumation of the
grave of Sayyida Amina bint Wahb, the mother of Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him and his family), the exhumation of the
graves of the martyrs of Uhud, especially the grave of Hamza ibn Abd al-
Muttalib, and the attempted exhumation of the grave of Sayyida Fatima
al-Zahra (peace be upon her), as well as the attempted exhumation of the
grave of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) during the Umayyad Caliphate,
and the exhumation of the Umayyad graves at the beginning of the
Abbasid Caliphate.
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