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Summary:

Descartes sets the general.framework.for philosophy—as he sees it—
when he likens it.to a tree: its root is metaphysics, its trunk is the science of nature,
and its branches represent.the rest of the sciences, which he limits to three medicine,
mechanics, and ethics. Anyone who examines Descartes’ philosophy and his stance
on.philosophy can easily conclude that he aims at two things: trust in God Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the Wise, and trust in the.perceptive mind. His philosophy is one of
reason, which opens to humankind the horizons of knowledge and learning,
illuminating both the heavens and.the earth. With proper use of one's perceptive
mind and unwavering trust in God, the Creator of the universe, man
attainschappiness, maintains his health, and establishes peace among individuals
and societies. It appears from.Descartes’ depiction of philosophy that he takes the
highest principles and metaphysical truths as the foundation of his thought, relying
first and foremost on reason. Descartes rejected.all previous.knowledge to start
from a fixed point, which would serve as the foundation of his thought and as a
pillar for constructing his philosophical.doctrine incboth the natural and
metaphysical realms. If Archimedes sought a fixed, immovable point from which
he.could displace the Earth, then Descartes, similarly, believed he had the right to
place his.greatest hopes on the existence of something absolutely certain, should
fortune favor him, as he put it. To him, the most reliable truths were those acquired
through the senses. However, his.experiences sometimes led him to question
sensory perception, which in turn motivated him to develop an intellectual

framework that would serve as a fertile.foundation for metaphysical inquiry.
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