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The Effect of Social Context on Linguistic Change in Multilingual Societies
(The Iranian society as a model)
Summary:

This study examines the effect of social context on linguistic change in
multilingual societies, focusing on Iran. Language, as a social phenomenon, reflects
social developments and interactions, and in multilingual societies, these effects are
clearly evident. The multilingual context of Iran, including diverse languages such as
Persian, Kurdish, Azeri, Arabic, Balochi, Gilaki, and Mazandarani, has provided a
unique context for studying the relationship between linguistic and social structures.
This study, with a developmental and broad approach, and using documentary
analysis and categorization of key concepts, has examined linguistic changes
resulting from social factors such as immigration, bilingualism, language policies,
media, and globalization. The findings show that Persian, as an official and common
language, has had a profound impact on the local languages of Iran. On the one
hand, Persian has become richer by absorbing local vocabulary and structures, while
on the other hand, local languages have faced a decline in use and weakening under
pressure. Bilingualism, which is common in many regions of Iran, has led to changes
in the use of local languages, and the younger generations have shown a greater
tendency to use Persian. Internal migration has also led to a decrease in the role of
local languages, as immigrants turn to Persian to adapt to urban environments. Also,
the role of national media and social networks in linguistic change is very prominent;
through the spread of Persian, these media have contributed to the incorporation of
Persian vocabulary into local languages and the reduction of the use of minority
languages. At the same time, globalization and the advancement of digital
technologies have put more pressure on local languages, causing the younger
generation to tend to use dominant languages such as Persian and English. Official

language policies, focused on strengthening the position of Persian in education and
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the media, have also limited the position of local languages. However, efforts such
as local cultural programs and language documentation show hope for the
preservation of this linguistic heritage. This study concludes that linguistic changes
in Iran, in addition to being influenced by the social context, act as a tool for shaping
and strengthening social identity. To maintain linguistic diversity, careful planning is
needed in the educational, media, and cultural fields to manage linguistic changes
and prevent the decline of local languages. In addition to improving our
understanding of language dynamics in multilingual societies, the present study
provides solutions for cultural and educational planners to preserve linguistic

diversity and cultural identity in Iran.
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