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Abstract: 

This study examines Imam al-Bukhari's approach to distinguishing 

between authenticity of narration and authenticity of companionship, through 

a study of applied examples from his Sahih. The importance of the topic is 

highlighted by its direct connection to the science of rijal (traditional hadiths), 

as establishing companionship has significant scientific and jurisprudential 

implications, most importantly the integrity of the Companions and the 

necessity of accepting their narrations. The study adopted a descriptive and 

analytical approach, beginning by defining the concept of companionship 

linguistically and technically, and explaining the scholars' methods for 

establishing it. It then examined practical applications in the translations of 

Sahihs. 

The results revealed that al-Bukhari practiced a precise critique that 

combined authentication and caution. He distinguished between texts 

acceptable in terms of narration and chains of transmission that do not prove 

companionship, while using critical expressions that reveal a conscious 

methodological doubt. It also became clear that his approach to Sahih al-

Bukhari complemented his approach to al-Tarikh al-Kabir (Great History): he 

focused on the former by selecting purely authentic hadiths, while he 
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elaborated on the areas of error and confusion in the latter. The study 

recommends the need to intensify research into Al-Bukhari's critical 

terminology and formulations of his rulings, and compare them with the 

approaches of other hadith scholars to reveal the features of his 

methodological independence. 

Keywords: Al-Bukhari, narration, companionship, Sahih Al-Bukhari, 

science of men.
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صلى الله عليه وسلم

صلى الله عليه وسلم
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