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The Impact of Employing Interactive Puppet Theater Using Virtual

Reality (VR) Technology on Developing Aesthetic Appreciation

Skills among Primary School Pupils
Asst. prof : Maruj Mundhir Muhammad
Al-Mustansiriyah University/ College of Basic Education

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the impact of employing interactive
puppet theater enhanced with Virtual Reality (VR) technology in
developing aesthetic appreciation skills among primary school pupils.
The study stems from the significance of art education in refining taste
and enhancing aesthetic sensitivity during this critical stage of child
development. The researcher adopted the experimental method with a
quasi—experimental design. A purposive sample of 34 fifth—grade pupils
from Baghdad was selected and randomly divided into two groups: an
experimental group that received instruction through the VR-based
interactive puppet theater, and a control group that received traditional
instruction.
A tool was designed to measure aesthetic appreciation skills, covering
several domains, and was validated for reliability and consistency
through scientific procedures. The tool was administered as both a
pretest and a posttest for both groups. Statistical analysis revealed
significant differences at the (.05 level in favor of the experimental
group, indicating the effectiveness of using VR-based interactive puppet
theater in developing pupils’ aesthetic appreciation skills.
The researcher discussed these findings in light of previous studies and
related educational theories, noting that the combination of modern
technology (VR) with interactive theatrical methods stimulated students’

imagination, allowing them to experience an integrated visual and
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emotional learning journey. This significantly enhanced their artistic
perception and their ability to evaluate aesthetics.
The study concluded with several recommendations, most notably: the
need to integrate VR technologies and interactive artistic practices such
as puppet theater into the primary school curriculum, and the
importance of training teachers to use such tools in a way that aligns
with students' developmental characteristics. The researcher also
suggested conducting future studies to examine the impact of these
technologies on other artistic skills, such as artistic expression or
aesthetic criticism.
Keywords: Interactive Puppet Theater, Virtual Reality (VR), Aesthetic
Appreciation Skills, Primary School Pupils.
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