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The Story of The Flood in Iraq and Iran :
A Comparative Study
Sarah Ghassan Abdul Rahman

University of Baghdad / Ibn Rushd College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract :

There is almost no region in the world without a story of the flood .The flood was considered the end of the
world and brought corruption, so it was mentioned in the holy books and represented the wrath of God Almighty on
humanity. It was mentioned in ancient myths, as the gods would become angry with humanity and send the flood as
punishment for them . Geographical nature and climate had a clear and significant impact in the different regions
of the flood in the world. You see the flood occurring in ancient Iraqg (sumer) because it is a region located in low-ly-
ing lands between the Tigris and Euphrates, so the water rose and the flood occurred. In Iran the climate was harsh
and cold, with mountainous areas and snow falling, so annihilation occurred under ground . Geographical factors
also affected the making of the ship in Irag due to the presence of water and the making of the mouse in Iran, which
in an underground shelter. We see similarities between geographical factors and their impact on the flood in the
two stories. The flood occurred as a result of the gods anger at humanity after their multiplication and the increase
in their noise ,but some of the gods showed their dissatisfaction with the decision of the flood and decided to stand
by humanity and worked to save the seed of human from Similarities between the two stories . The god Enki helped
Ziusudra build a ship in Sumer, carrying in it the seeds of all creatures .The flood lasted seven days and seven nights.
Following Hormuzd teachings , he built the ship and carried in it the best men, women , plants and animals. We do
not know how long they remained in the ship. There are differences in the construction, the duration, and the crea-
tures that were there. There is a difference between Sumer and Iran. The gods granted eternal life to Ziusudra as
a reward for saving humanity in ancient Iraqg. In Iran the bird Karshiptra conveyed the teachings of religion to the
ship and became the temporal and spiritual leader Urgtanrn. He was one of Zoroasters three sons who were born
during his lifetime .Zoroaster lived the best life in the ship .

Keywords: Flood, Sumer, Iran, --Iraq .
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