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Abstract

Scholars have given great and extensive attention to the language
of the Prophetic Hadith, as it represents the second source of Islamic
legislation, as well as the second linguistic source after the Holy Qur’an.
Among these scholars is Imam al-Wagshi al-Andalusi (d. 489 AH), who
paid special attention to the language of a/'-Muwatta’ by Imam Malik ibn

Anas al-Asbahi (d. 179 AH), the Imam of Madinah. This book is
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regarded as one of the earliest compilations of the Prophetic Hadith and
the reports of the Companions and their Followers, written during or
shortly after the era of linguistic authority. It was considered the most
authentic book before the emergence of the Sahthayn of al-Bukhari and
Muslim. Imam al-Wagqgshi devoted his efforts to explaining the vocabulary,
uncommon expressions, and grammatical structures of a/-Muwatta’ , as
well as clarifying the nuances and secondary shades of meaning within
the context of the Prophetic Hadith. However, he did not focus
extensively on deriving legal rulings, except to a limited extent. He
frequently cited the statements and opinions of leading linguists, engaging
with them through discussion, critique, correction, and sometimes
preference for certain grammatical schools—whether explicitly or
implicitly. His critique was not limited to linguists alone, but extended to
their interpretations of semantic aspects as well. He supported his
positions through evidence from the Prophetic Hadith, reinforcing them
with usages from the Arabic language. In this study, | also examined the
views of Imam al-Waqgshi: at times | agreed with his chosen opinions,
while at other times | disagreed, offering textual or rational evidence to

support and substantiate my perspective.
Keywords: al-Wagshi; Semantic Analysis; Hadith Linguistics; Lexical

Studies in al-Muwatta.
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