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Summary:

This research aims to examine the manifestations of desertification in
Baghdad Governorate, analyze its causes, and assess its direct and indirect impacts
on the agricultural sector, in addition to anticipating the future of agriculture amid
the continued progression of this phenomenon. The descriptive-analytical method
was adopted to observe and explain the features of desertification, which revealed a
clear fluctuation in the utilization of agricultural lands due to soil degradation,
declining vegetation cover, and water scarcity.

The study’s findings indicate that desertification is one of the most serious
environmental problems threatening agricultural development in Baghdad. It
contributes to reduced agricultural production, increased reliance on imports, and
weakened local food security. The research concludes that weak governmental
policies, mismanagement of resources, and climate change are among the main
factors exacerbating this issue.

The study recommends adopting a comprehensive national strategy to combat
desertification, including the rehabilitation of degraded lands, the development of
modern irrigation techniques, and the activation of agricultural extension services, in
order to ensure the sustainability of the agricultural sector and preserve the

remaining arable lands in the governorate.
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