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The Geopolitical Dimensions of Religious Tourism in Iraq: The Arbaeen

Pilgrimage as a Case Study

Prof. Dr. Aliyah Hussein Ali Al-Saadi Lect. Zainab Mohammed Yaseen
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Gmail Gmail

aliyah.h@uokerbala.edu.iq zainab.yaseen@uokerbala.edu.iq

Keywords: Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Iraq, Geopolitical Dimensions
Summary:

Tourism is an important economic sector for many countries, especially those
whose economies depend heavily on tourism. This includes Iraq, where religious
tourism represents a significant part of the total tourism sector. For its residents,
especially Muslims, it represents a religious duty and fulfills a spiritual need.
Therefore, religious tourism in Iraq, especially in the holy city of Karbala, where the
shrines of Imam Hussein and his brother Abu al-Fadl al-Abbas (peace be upon them)
are located. It has geopolitical dimensions such as the economic, tourism, and
geopolitical dimensions, in addition to the health, environmental, and social
dimensions. Tourism also represents soft power and an ambassador of peace

between countries, although it is not without some negatives.
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