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Grammatical Terminology in Classical Arabic Dictionaries: An Analytical
Study of Definition Accuracy and Conceptual Consistency
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Summary:

Grammatical terminology represents a fundamental pillar in shaping the
scientific framework of Arabic grammar. These terms have contributed to regulating
grammatical concepts and unifying their meanings since the early centuries of the
development of this discipline in the Hijri era. Classical Arabic dictionaries have
played a pivotal role in preserving and recording these terms, becoming a primary
source that documents the grammatical heritage with its various layers of
definitions, explanations, and clarifications.

Despite this significant importance, a closer look at these dictionaries reveals a
noticeable variation in the accuracy of defining grammatical terms and the extent to
which these definitions conform to the established scientific concept as presented by
grammarians and in books of rhetoric and exegesis. Some definitions tend to adopt
purely linguistic explanations, detached from specialized grammatical precision,
while others expand towards interpretative elaboration without a clear technical
specification.

From this perspective, the importance of the present research emerges, as it aims
to analyze a selection of grammatical terms used in a number of prominent classical
dictionaries, such as Al-Ain, Al-Sihah, and Al-Qamus Al-Muhit, by examining the
extent to which these dictionaries maintain definitional accuracy and their degree of

consistency with the grammatical concept used in grammarians’ works. The research
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also seeks to highlight the challenges faced by researchers or students when
consulting these dictionaries in order to correctly understand grammatical
terminology.

This study relies on the descriptive-analytical method, by examining the term as it
appears in the dictionary, and comparing it with its treatment in fundamental
grammar references such as Al-Kitab by Sibawayh, Al-Muqtadab by Al-Mubarrad,
Al-Khasa'is by Ibn Jinni, and Sharh Al-Mufassal by Ibn Yaish. The study will be
presented through a discussion of the theoretical framework, a textual analysis of
the terms, applied models, and finally a conclusion with results and

recommendations.



