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Abstract:
«Know, my brother, that the morals and temperaments of people
differ in four ways: the first is due to the compositions of their bodies
and the temperaments of those compositions; the second is related
to the soil of their lands and the differences in their origins; the third
arises from their upbringing in the religions of their ancestors, teach—
ers, mentors, and those who raise and discipline them; and the fourth
is from the determinations of the stars in the principles of their births
and the places where their seminal fluids descend, which is the pri-
mary origin from which the rest branch out...»
Inequality is one of the most significant social phenomena. Thus,
inequality can be divided into several categories. Some of it is natu—
ral; a person is born into belonging to a certain class or doctrine, or
with a capability that distinguishes him from his peers of the same
kind. Among other types of inequality is the acquired kind, such as
economic disparity. Throughout history, individuals in the East and
West have tried to reduce the differences among them, to erase or at
least limit inequality by various stages where they sought to rebuild
society. Most of these attempts, however, failed. On the contrary, the
dimensions of distance between people widened and opened new
domains that laid down deeper paths for inequality, distancing some
from their own kind so that they no longer viewed each other as a
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single creation who ought to be united but instead erected large bar-
riers that prevented them from being close. In every era, people lived
by the heritage of the previous era, justifying their actions in creat—
ing inequality. As God Almighty said concerning them: «They said,
Enough for us is what we found our fathers doing.» Even though
their forefathers knew nothing and were not guided.»
«Then know that the wise vary greatly in the grades of their knowl-
edge of these matters, which are learned by the foremost minds, with
a very wide disparity. The proof of this is what we have said: you find
that every person who contemplates more deeply on tangible things
and gives better consideration to imaginations, the things known
by the foremost minds exist within him in greater number and with
stronger realization than in others, such as elders and experienced
ones in tangible matters...»
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