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Russian Colonialism in the Arabian Gulf up to 1907
Prof. Dr. Ismaeel Hameed Mohammed
University of Samarra / College of Arts / Department of History.
Dr. Fares Hassoun Firas
General Directorate of Salah al-Din Education
Abstract:

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the Arabian Gulf
witnessed intense colonial rivalry between major global powers,
particularly Great Britain and Tsarist Russia. While British influence
was the most dominant and effective in the region, Russia sought to
expand its presence within the broader framework of its strategic
ambition to access warm waters and assert itself as a global power.
Russian activities in the Gulf primarily focused on diplomatic,
commercial, and intelligence dimensions. The Russian Empire
established relations with certain local and regional powers, most notably
Persia (modern-day Iran), and attempted to explore maritime access to the
Gulf. Several exploratory and diplomatic missions were dispatched, with
particular interest shown in Persian ports such as Bandar Abbas and
Bushehr. However, Russia failed to secure a direct military presence or
establish permanent colonies in the Gulf region.

Russia’s ambitions were met with direct and indirect resistance from
Britain, which regarded the Gulf as a vital sphere for securing its imperial
interests in India. Britain’s treaties with local Gulf sheikhdoms and
strategic alliances with regional powers effectively limited Russian
expansion in the area.

Ultimately, Russian colonial aspirations in the Arabian Gulf before the
outbreak of World War I never materialized into actual occupation. These
ambitions remained confined to indirect strategic maneuvers and were
abruptly halted with the onset of the war and the subsequent Bolshevik
Revolution, which dramatically reshaped Russia’s foreign policy
priorities.

Keywords: Arabian Gulf, Russia, Colonialism, Persia, Britain.
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