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Abstract:

The Kurdish issue in Turkey is one of the controversial issues that
1s still the subject of discussion for many researchers, especially those
specializing in Kurdish affairs. This issue has gone through many phases,
as a result of which the policies of successive Turkish governments
towards it have varied. The Kurds have contributed greatly in their
historical facts to consolidating the pillars of the Ottoman Empire in the
face of neighboring countries, in exchange for promises from the
Ottoman Sultans of a touch of self-rule in their regions. However, the
Ottomans reneged on their promises and saw the self-rule of the Kurds as
a threat to their authority, and thus confronted any attempt of this kind.
The same thing happened during the War of Independence, in which the
Kurds played a major role in exchange for a Turkish-Kurdish partnership
in governance and administration. However, Ataturk reneged on his
promise to them and took the initiative to destroy the Kurdish national
homeland that was approved by the Treaty of Sevres, and followed a
policy of Turkification and persecution of them. He did not even
recognize their existence in Tiirkiye and called them (Mountain Turks).

This paved the way for several Kurdish uprisings since the very
beginning of the Turkish Republic, the first of which was the uprising of
Sheikh Said Piran in 1925, followed by the establishment of the Khoybun
Organization and the outbreak of the Akir Dag Revolution in 1930, and
ending with the armed Kurdish movement in Dersim in 1938.

Keywords: Kurdish issue, Mustafa Kemal, War of Independence,
Kurdish revolutions.
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