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Abstract:

The collapse and disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991 was a
significant event with regional and international repercussions. Perhaps the
most notable of these was the independence of the Central Asian republics,
following decades of Soviet domination. The ruling communist parties
controlled their political, economic, social, cultural, and religious
capabilities, and suppressed freedoms, particularly with regard to freedom
of belief and religion. However, all of this changed after these republics
gained independence, which witnessed the emergence of an Islamic
awakening, embodied in Islamic political movements that began to engage
in various activities in these republics. Their methods of operation varied
between political and military activities to achieve the goals for which they
were established. The research aims to reveal Turkey's position on these
Islamic movements and parties, which emerged following the Central Asian
republics' independence from the Soviet Union, and how Turkey attempted
to utilize the historical and cultural heritage that bound it to these republics
to strengthen its relations with them, especially since these republics were
suffering from political, economic, and security instability due to their
recent experience with independence. Turkey also attempted to harness
cultural, ethnic, and religious ties to develop its relations with these
republics, and Turkish politicians attempted to implement a policy of filling
the void in the Central Asian region by establishing and strengthening its
regional relations with the Central Asian countries in various fields. The
Islamic dimension was strongly present, as it was one of the important
means that Turkey harnessed to achieve this, especially since a very large
percentage of the population of these republics, exceeding 90%, are
Muslims. The research reached an important conclusion: Turkey was able to
utilize the religious factor to develop and strengthen its relations with the
Central Asian republics, embodied in numerous manifestations. This has
helped Turkey play the role of a big brother to the Central Asian republics.

Keywords: Turkey, Central Asia, Islamic movements, Islamic renaissance,
Hizbut, Tahrir al-Islami.
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