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Selectivity in Ibn Abi Hatim's Methodology of Al-Jarh and Al-
Ta'dil: A Methodological and Normative Analysis with a
Comparative Study of Al-Nasa'i's Approach
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Praise be to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the Prophet
Muhammad £

Islamic scholarship has long relied on the principle of isnad (chain of
transmission) as a core mechanism in preserving and transmitting religious
texts. As the Islamic world expanded, the isnad system became integral to
the structure of narrating reports, prompting scholars to develop ‘Ilm al-
Jarh and al-Ta‘dil—the science of narrator evaluation—to ensure the
authenticity of transmissions. This field centers on assessing narrators’
integrity and precision as a means of safeguarding the reliability of reports.

This study investigates the impact of selectivity in the methodology of 1bn
Ab1 Hatim in al-Jarh and al-Ta'dil, analyzing how personal judgment and
methodological filters influenced narrator assessments. The research holds
importance in clarifying the accuracy of narrator evaluation, revealing the
role of individual discretion, and highlighting methodological differences
among hadith critics.

The study is structured as follows:

Introduction: Significance, objectives, methodology, and structure of the
study.
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Preliminary section: Definitions and an overview of Jarh wa Ta‘dil and its
classifications.

Chapter One: The life of Ibn Abi Hatim, including his teachers, students,
and works.

Chapter Two: Analytical study of his methodology with applied examples.
Chapter Three: The evaluative criteria used by Ibn Abi Hatim.
Chapter Four: The role and impact of selectivity in his evaluations.

Chapter Five: A comparative study between his approach and that of Imam
al-Nasa'1.

The research adopts a critical-analytical approach, referencing classical
sources and maintaining scholarly impartiality. Despite the extensive
contributions of hadith scholars, their judgments remain human efforts,
open to critique and refinement
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