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Abstract:

This study explores the institution of slavery in ancient Eastern
religions, focusing on its socio-economic and legal dimensions in Egyptian
and Mesopotamian civilizations. Slavery was a foundational system in
these societies, with slaves sourced from war captives, debt bondage,
kidnapping, and forced sales. The research highlights significant disparities

in the treatment of slaves: Mesopotamian laws, such as Hammurabi’s
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Code, granted slaves certain rights, including property ownership and legal
representation, whereas conditions in ancient Egypt were harsher despite
some slaves being allowed to marry and own property. The study
underscores the pivotal economic role of slaves in agriculture,
construction, domestic service, and temple labor, with varying degrees of
exploitation across civilizations. Additionally, it examines how slavery
was intertwined with religious and social structures, offering insights into
the evolution of legal and social concepts in the ancient world. The
comparative analysis reveals both shared features and unique
characteristics of slave systems in these civilizations, contributing to a
deeper understanding of their historical and cultural contexts.

Keywords: Slavery, Ancient Eastern Religions, Ancient Egyptian
Civilization, Mesopotamian Civilization, Hammurabi’s Code
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