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Abstract
The polyphonic or dialogic novel is characterized by a diversity of

ideological perspectives and intellectual positions. It features a multitude
of characters and voices through which the reader encounters a range of
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viewpoints. In such narratives, the author grants autonomy to the
characters, allowing them to express themselves through their own
consciousness rather than that of the author. This liberation from the
narrator’s authority enables a multiplicity of voices to emerge. Moreover,
the narrative often incorporates various literary genres and carnivalesque
elements within it. However, it is not merely the stylistic and generic
diversity that realizes Bakhtin’s theory, but the dialogic interplay among
characters that produces the duality of voices within the narrative.

This study aims to read classical Arabic narrative through a modern
lens to uncover the social, cultural, and literary dimensions embedded in
the Harirt Maqamat, applying Mikhail Bakhtin’s theory of dialogism and
polyphony. The research seeks to revive and reassess these texts by moving
beyond monologic interpretations and revealing the vibrant polyphonic
structures within. The study focuses on Bakhtin’s concepts—dialogism,
polyphony, heteroglossia, and the intersection of literary genres—and
applies them to the Magamat of al-Hariri, a work rich in artistic value,
stylistic creativity, and linguistic innovation that transcends mere rhetorical
form. The research also highlights the ideological struggles between the
narrator and the characters, as well as the social and anthropological
dimensions reflected in the language of the text.

To achieve this, the study adopts a dialogic analytical method. One
of the primary challenges faced during the research was identifying and
extracting genuinely polyphonic dialogues from al-Hariri’s Magamat.

Keywords: Mikhail Bakhtin — al-Hariri — Dialogism of Ideas —
Dialogized Monologue — Stylization — Intergenericity.
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