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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the impact of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies, in alignment with the
International Education Standards (IES) issued by the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC), on
the development of curricula and academic programs for the bachelor's degree in accounting at Iraqi
universities.

The research problem is embodied in addressing the following main question: Are the current
academic plans implemented in the accounting departments of public and private Iraqi universities still
acceptable and up-to-date in light of the adoption of artificial intelligence technologies?

The significance of this research lies in its qualitative-scientific contribution to the development of
university accounting education curricula, in order to enhance the intellectual and theoretical knowledge of
accounting students. Furthermore, the research aims to strengthen and develop their professional and
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practical skills amidst the expanding use of artificial intelligence technologies, the implementation of
cybersecurity practices, and the assurance of security and quality of accounting information presented in
financial statements and reports. This aligns with international standards for university-level accounting
education in the era of transition toward a digital economy.

The researchers formulated a primary null hypothesis stating: "There is no need to modify the
academic curricula of accounting departments in Iraqi universities in light of the expansion in applying
artificial intelligence technologies and in alignment with international accounting education standards."
Several sub-hypotheses were derived from this main hypothesis.

The study includes two main variables: the independent variable represented by artificial intelligence
technologies, and the dependent variable represented by the curricula and academic programs of the
undergraduate accounting stage. The research adopts an analytical and exploratory methodology based on
over four decades of actual teaching practice, along with a future-oriented approach to explore how Al can
be integrated into the educational process. It examines the extent to which Al influences curriculum design,
improves the quality of accounting education, and prepares students to meet the evolving cognitive, skill-
based, and technological demands of the labor market.

The study also addresses the challenges and opportunities of adopting these technologies and presents
future recommendations based on global best practices in line with the requirements and benefits of
international standards for university-level accounting education.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Academic Curricula, International Accounting Education Standards.
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