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The dialectic of self and other in

the poetry of Antarah ibn Shaddad
al-Absi (The struggle for identity)
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Abstract

This research seeks to uncover the dialectic that existed between the
self and the other in the poetry of Antarah ibn Shaddad al-Absi, by ex-
ploring the nature of the tense relationship that linked the poet with his
community in an era dominated by strict tribal laws. The relationship be-
tween the self and the other may not be limited to the individual alone;
nature may also constitute an important other for the poet He engages
in dialogue with the drawings of the houses and their crumbling ruins,
and at other times we see him addressing time, and perhaps the animals
of the desert constitute another entity that the poetic self may resort to
dialogue with and converse with, which is what this study will attempt to
reveal in its following discussions.

Keywords: (Antara ibn Shaddad, ego, other, identity, dialectic).
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