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Abstract

This research offers a comprehensive study of the Tulunid state as Egypt's first
experience of political and administrative independence from the Abbasid Caliphate since the
Islamic conquest, focusing on its historical and urban dimensions and cultural influences. The
research begins by tracing the emergence of the Tulunid dynasty, from its Turkish origins in
the Fergana region to the emergence of Ahmad ibn Tulun as the de facto ruler of Egypt in the
mid-third century AH, taking advantage of the weakness of the Abbasid Caliphate and the
disintegration of its central authority. The research also highlights the stages of the
establishment of the Tulunid state, from its administrative and military empowerment to its
expansion into the Levant, including the construction of its new capital (al-Qat'i") and its famous
mosque, considered one of the most important landmarks of Islamic architecture in Egypt. The
research also examines the reasons for the collapse of this state after the death of Khumarawayh,
as a result of economic decline, administrative corruption, and internal conflicts, which paved
the way for the return of Abbasid rule in 292 AH. In the second section, the research discusses
the prominent urban features of the Tulunid era, such as palaces, mosques, Kuttabs, and ribats.
It analyzes how these buildings represented a unique blend of the Abbasid style and local
Egyptian architectural techniques (Pharaonic and Coptic), producing a distinct style that
reflected an independent political-urban identity. The third section sheds light on the
architectural influences of the Tulunid dynasty, along three lines: first, the influence of Abbasid
architecture (particularly the Samarrai style); second, the absorption of Egyptian architectural
peculiarities; and third, the unique Tulunid creativity that formed the nucleus of the Egyptian
Islamic style in later eras. The research also traces the repercussions of this influence on state
institutions (such as palaces and schools), and its continuation in the Ikhshidid and Fatimid
states, proving that the Tulunid state was not merely a transitional phase, but rather a founding

milestone for the Islamic political and urban identity in Egypt.
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