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Abd-al Karim Qasim’s Stance on the Poor in Iraq
(1958-1963)
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Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts
Department of History
duaahazem99@gmail.com

Abstract:-

This study addresses the issue of poverty and the poor in Iraq
during the period from 1958 to 1963, focusing on the stance of
Abd al-Karim Qasim. His position was deeply influenced by his
social and intellectual background, which shaped a distinct social
policy toward the underprivileged. Qasim himself came from a
poor and socially diverse background, which made him more
empathetic to the suffering of marginalized groups.He worked to
improve the conditions of farmers, laborers, small tradespeople,
and residents of informal settlements. He openly expressed pride
in his roots among the poor, a sentiment he frequently conveyed
in both his domestic and international speeches and interviews.
Moreover, Qasim translated these values into immediate and
concrete actions aimed at alleviating the hardships of the poor,
which in turn strengthened the bond between him and the
impoverished classes—so much so that they came to
affectionately call him the "Father of the Poor."

Keywords: Abd al-Karim Qasim, poverty, Iraq, slums
(sard’if), peasants, workers.
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