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ABSTRACT

The Arabic language and the Holy Qur’an are two essential pillars in
shaping the Islamic and cultural identity of Muslim nations, due to
their profound and central role in preserving the religion, reinforcing
values, and forming civilizational awareness. In this context, Turkey
stands out as a country with a unique civilizational character,
combining the legacy of Ottoman Islamic heritage with a modern
secular orientation. Despite the secular foundation of the modern
Turkish Republic, recent decades have witnessed increasing interest
in teaching the Qur’an and Arabic language as fundamental
components in restoring the balance between religious identity and
official educational policies.

The importance of this topic lies in its intersectional nature,
addressing educational, religious, and cultural issues within a
complex socio-political environment. Teaching the Qur’an and
Arabic in Turkey has become an urgent necessity, not only for the
Turkish society but also for the broader Muslim communities
residing in the country. These subjects have been incorporated into
the curricula of various religious institutions, including Imam Hatip
schools, Islamic institutes, centers affiliated with the Turkish
Presidency of Religious Affairs (Diyanet), as well as relevant
academic departments in universities.

However, this reality is not without challenges. Chief among them is
the weakness in educational outcomes regarding linguistic
competence and Qur’anic comprehension. Many graduates and
memorizers of the Qur’an lack proficiency in Arabic and
understanding of its meanings. Additional challenges include a
shortage of qualified teaching staff, outdated curricula, and limited
use of modern technologies. These problems necessitate fundamental
reforms and comprehensive reviews to ensure the sustainability and
effectiveness of Qur’anic education.
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