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The image of war in the Iraqi novel The War in the Tarab Neighborhood by
Najm Wali is an example
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Ministry of Education - General Directorate of Education in Al-Qadisiyah

Abstract: The research deals with war as a central theme upon which the novel -
The War in the Tarab Neighborhood - by the Iragi novelist Najm Wali was based,
as it deals with the Iran-Iraq war through its events that begin and end with death.
The research investigates the representations of war, not in the subject of the war
itself, but through the elements of the narrative that influence the narrative and its
movement, and the effects of the war that apply to the characters and their language
and are reflected in the space of time and place. The novel tries to share the history
created by weapons, as seen by “Najm Wali.” It is an imagination that turns history
into Stories told. The act of war is an act of annihilation of lives in all their details,
starting with the human being and extending to his surroundings, his lineage, and
his values. War does not stop at its temporal borders, but rather is embedded in the
conscience of peoples and its wounds remain alive, as it is a true annihilation of
values and ideas. There is a dividing line of fire in the history of peoples, which is
before and after the war. The research attempts to show what the novel worked to
reveal, which is - the ugliness - that develops with the events of the novel to reach
genocide and what that genocide reflects on the characters of the novel and their
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behavior, to provide a revealing vision of the act of war and its repercussions
through their attitudes, language, and behavior, and to deliver a message through
narrative art about the catastrophic impact of wars on people. Individuals and
communities alike.
Keywords: the image, the Iragi novel, Hay al-Tarab by Najm Wali
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