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Imam Al-Hakim Public Library: Establishment and the Impact of
Geographic Location on the Project's Success
Researcher: Basem Dali Muhammad Al-Amri
Assistant Professor Maha Mazhar Kani Al-Marshadi
Al-Muthanna University / College of Education for Humanities
Abstract:

The study sheds light on one of the most prominent cultural projects hosted
by the holy city of Najaf, namely the Imam al-Hakim Public Library. It
highlights the role of Sayyid Mohsen al-Hakim in the development and growth
of this project. It examines the library's founding process, which began in 1957
and has continued to grow and develop. It also examines how Sayyid al-Hakim
played a prominent role in establishing the library, and how the founding
process went through two important stages, reflecting the library's expansion
from private to public, and from providing books to students to influencing the
Iragi public. The study also highlights the importance of the library's
geographical location, and how this location played a clear role in the library's
success in achieving the goals for which it was established, which were to serve
beneficiaries, including researchers, students, and readers. The location was
chosen near the shrine of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), which represents a
historical, religious, and scientific symbolism in the Iragi mindset in general and
the Islamic mindset in particular. It is also located adjacent to the al-Hindi
Mosque, a focal point of religious study and a link between heritage and
modernity. Najaf Al-Ashraf, the vision from which the founder set out, not to
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mention the presence of the library in the old area (Al-Hawish), the area that has
carved its place in the minds of the people of Najaf as a mine of Najaf heritage
filled with memories and events that formed an integral part of the history of
Najaf. Therefore, the Imam Library, with its spatial and cognitive dimensions,
formed a cultural and cognitive symbol, and an intellectual landmark of the city
of Najaf
Keywords: Najaf, Sayyid Mohsen Al-Hakim, Imam Al-Hakim Public
Library, Al-Huwaish.
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