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Manifestations of Class Conflict and Impossible Love in Hassan Al-Marwani's
Poem ""Ana wa Laila"
A.L. Turin Ahmed Youssef
Department of Arabic Language, College of Basic Education, University of Duhok,
Iraq
Abstract

This study explores the poem “Ana wa Layla” (“I and Layla”) by the Iraqi poet
Hassan Al-Marwani as a poetic model that reflects the experience of impossible
love amid class conflict in Iraqi society during the 1970s, a period marked by
injustice and authoritarianism. The poem belongs to the genre of emotional
(Iyrical) poetry, expressing a deeply wounded self struggling to find salvation
through poetic confession, only to clash with a social system that redefines love
based on class affiliation and social status. The research is based on the
hypothesis that love in this poem is not presented merely as a romantic issue, but
rather as an existential crisis representing a subtle rebellion against the restrictive
authority of tradition and society. This is evident through linguistic deviations,
symbolic references, cultural patterns, and poetic imagery—all of which portray
the poet’s psychological suffering and emotional alienation. “Layla” does not
represent a mere woman or beloved in Al-Marwani’s poetry, but becomes a symbol
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of every suppressed dream obstructed by class-based social divisions. Accordingly,
“Ana wa Layla” stands as a cultural document that reflects a distorted social reality,
and presents a defeated poetic self that seeks to restore emotional dignity through
poetry in a world that denies equality and the fair possibility of love.

Keywords: impossible love, class conflict, emotional repression, alienation,
rebellion, language.
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