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Climate change, geopolitical competition over water resources, and the
implications of Turkish and Iranian policy for security and stability in Iraq
D.Salam Majhool Shahad
Abstract

This study examines the complex interaction between climate change and
geopolitical competition over water resources in the Tigris and Euphrates river
basins and its implications for water security and political stability in Iraq. The
study is based on the hypothesis that climate change is a multiplier for water crises,
while Turkey and lran use water policy as a tool for geopolitical pressure,
exacerbating water scarcity crises in downstream countries. The study adopted a
descriptive and analytical approach supported by statistical data and the results of a
questionnaire survey of 250 respondents, as well as a comparative and analytical
approach to understand the political and environmental dynamics behind the crisis.
The results show that the majority of respondents (60%) believe that climate
change is having a serious impact on water resources, that national preparedness to
deal with the crisis is inadequate or non-existent, that the policies of Turkey and
Iran have played a major negative role in exacerbating the crisis, and that the water
crisis has begun to have serious political and security implications that threaten the
country's stability. In light of this, the study recommends the need for a
comprehensive national climate adaptation strategy, enhanced water diplomacy
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with neighbouring countries and regional cooperation to ensure fair and sustainable
management of water resources.

Keywords: Climate change, geopolitical rivalry, water security, water policy,
political stability.
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