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Political Thought in Contemporary Iragq 1958-1963
Assistant Professor Ahmed Hadi Hussein
University of Kirkuk / College of Education for Women
Abstract:
This research investigates the development of Iragi political thought between the
collapse of the monarchy and the announcement of the republic in 1958 and
assesses the interactions of the political forces involved, in this instance the Iraqi
Communist Party and the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party, and their interaction with
the ruling authority represented by head Abdul Karim Qasim.The research is
interested in analyzing the intellectual and organisational dynamics utilized by
such actors in an attempt to increase their role within state institutions,
specifically the army and trade unions, and provide intellectual readings and
political programmes aimed at influencing the general direction of the modern
Iragi state .The research also deals with political challenges as a consequence of
the absence of party organisational life, coincidence between the executive
authority and ideological waves, and transformation of power into absolute
individualism by Qasim that led to domestic conflict and acrimonious political
polarization, the most prominent features of which were the Mosul affair, the
Kirkuk affair, and the foiled assassination conspiracy against Qasim .The
research relies on media and archive sources and official documents, and seeks
to provide an intellectual interpretation of the stands of the parties with regards
to the revolution, power, and the state, and thus better comprehend the nature of
political formation in early republican Irag and demonstrate how the conflict
over power among leftist and nationalist currents was a decisive aspect behind
the weakness of the political regime at the time.
Keywords: political thought, Iraq
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