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Diseases and Epidemics in Al-Sulaymaniyah (1958-1968): A Historical
Study
Dr. Nadia Masoud Sharif
University of Mosul / College of Arts / Department of History
Abstract:

Between 1958 and 1968, the city of al-Sulaymaniyah experienced notable
developments in the field of public health services, particularly in combating
diseases and epidemics. These efforts included the expansion of hospitals and
health centers, as well as the establishment of clinics in remote areas to
accommodate population growth and to increase the number of qualified
medical personnel. Despite the Iragi government's cooperation with international
organizations to control the spread of diseases in Iraq, including in al-
Sulaymaniyah, epidemics continued to persist. This persistence can be attributed
to several factors, foremost among them the political unrest that Iraq witnessed
during this period, which disrupted the continuity of many health programs.
Additionally, the low level of public health awareness and the prevalence of
harmful traditional practices among the population posed significant challenges.
The region's mountainous geography also hindered access to medical services,
as many areas suffered from inadequate healthcare infrastructure, a shortage of
mobile clinics, and an insufficient number of medical staff to meet regional
needs. Furthermore, the humid climate of al-Sulaymaniyah contributed to the
spread of diseases—most notably malaria and pulmonary tuberculosis—which
remained widespread throughout the study period.
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