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Abstract,

Historical studies of social buildings in the city of Mosul have not received the
desired attention and specificity throughout the Arab and Islamic eras, and in a
manner that deserves the attention it deserves. This research is an attempt to
highlight some of the main features of social life and its architecture in the
Mosul Vilayet during the Ottoman era, from 921-1336 AH/1515-1918 AD.
Social buildings are the foundation of the ancient city of Mosul, as are other
service, religious, educational, and economic buildings. Their construction was
based on human and social necessities in order to provide the livelihood,
humanitarian, cultural, health, and municipal services its residents needed,
distributed in an organized manner within the boundaries of the old city. Herein
lies the importance of the urban expansion of all service buildings in the city of
Mosul during the Ottoman era, despite their various purposes and functions.
Social buildings are, in themselves, service buildings that are a type of real
estate owned by the state or individuals and persons, and are a perpetual
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endowment for their owners and their descendants. They usually consist of
buildings or parts. Some of them have designated and specific spaces, closed or
open, large or small, individual or collective, in which various beneficial
services are provided to the public and private residents of the city of Mosul,
such as markets, caesariyas, inns, public baths, cafes, presses, tanneries,
slaughterhouses, and dye shops, in addition to what is provided by public social
buildings, including road networks, streets, arches, bridges, and other service
buildings that provide their public services to residents, visitors, and travelers.
Keywords:Urban expansion, social buildings, Mosul, hospitals, baths, cafes,
presses, streets, bridges
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