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Urban Expansion of the Al-Midan Neighborhood in Mosul During the
Ottoman Era
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University of Mosul - College of Archaeology - Department of Archaeology
Abstract
Al-Maidan is one of the old neighborhoods of Mosul, dating back to the
beginnings of the Arab Islamic conquest. Mosul was liberated in 16 AH/736
AD, during the reign of the second Caliph, Omar ibn al-Khattab (may God be
pleased with him). Al-Maidan served as the first nucleus from which the old city
was formed. Al-Maidan witnessed significant development throughout its
historical eras, growing and expanding over the Qalaat area. It overlooks the
Tigris River from its western side, and was known as the Western Fort at that
time. During the Ottoman era, Al-Maidan began to expand with its urban
development from the northern part to the eastern part to the southeastern part at
the head of the old bridge within the Zankena Alley, gradually expanding. It
gained great importance after the Ottomans established the oldest political,
administrative, and military construction on its land, represented by the
construction of the internal citadel (Ej Qala), which was built by the Ottoman
governor, Bakr Pasha, in the years 1030-1040 AH/1625-1630 AD during his
governorship of Mosul. It was a wide field for training soldiers and cavalry, and
from it it was named Al-Maidan district, where the ceremonies of training the
Ottoman army were held at the Pasha’s palace and the government offices there.
The district flourished economically and commercially, and various types of
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crafts, professions, and industries spread within it within a thriving commercial
and economic area. The residents moved their buildings, homes, and livelihoods
to it, and they built a mosque for themselves known as the Bani Asad Mosque. It
contains the Hajj Hammu Al-Qaddu Mosque, his mosque, his school, its old
alley, and others. Its area reached about (148,438 m2), i.e. more than (3.8%) of
the total area, until it became one of the large districts in the city of Mosul.

Keywords: Urban expansion, field, Mosul, Ottoman
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