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Abstract:

The researchers adopted the descriptive approach. The research community was
defined as families of children with autism spectrum disorder for the year
(2025), numbering (536) (mothers and fathers). The number of institutes reached
(4), including (Dr. Mustafa Al-Yasiri Institutes for Speech and Language
Therapy, Imam Hussein Institute for Autism, Al-Raja Institute for Mental
Disability, and Rugayyah Institute for Hearing and Speech Therapy) in the
center of Al-Qadisiyah Governorate. The total number of children in these
institutes reached (275) males and females. To achieve the research objective,
the researchers constructed a scale of perceived family support, identifying three
domains for the scale: (moral (psychological) support, material support, and
cognitive support), with (10) items for each domain. The scale was applied to a
research sample of (200) mothers and fathers with children with autism
spectrum disorder. After analyzing the sample responses using SPSS, the results
confirmed: 1. Parents of children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) have
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good perceived family support. 2. There are statistically significant differences
in perceived family support among parents of children with ASD according to
the gender variable, in favor of males. There is also a statistically significant
difference in perceived family support among parents of children with ASD
according to the educational level variable (elementary, secondary, diploma,
bachelor's, master's, doctorate), in favor of those with a doctorate degree. The
research resulted in a set of recommendations and proposals.

Keywords: Perceived family support for children, Autism spectrum disorder
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