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Abstract:

The issue of the extinction of residential buildings is one of the evident
problems in traditional cities and urban centers, necessitating the need
for their preservation through the analysis of factors or causes of
extinction. This study aims to identify the heritage buildings at risk of
extinction in the Karrada Municipality as part of our unique urban
heritage. The study area (Karrada) is distinguished by its heritage
buildings, which represent the historical, social, and cultural heritage of
Irag. Some of these residential buildings date back to before 1920.
However, they have suffered damage to their urban fabric due to natural
geographical and human factors, leading to the deterioration or
demolition of parts of the buildings.

The number of documented heritage buildings in Karrada’s District 901,
according to the Baghdad Municipality, is 92. These buildings feature a
distinct architectural style, and most of them are privately owned. They
serve as architectural models classified under the Antiquities and Heritage
Authority due to their unique architectural elements, wooden
decorations, and exclusive designs. Preserving them is essential to
prevent their loss and extinction. The study identified the main causes of
the extinction of heritage housing units, which constitute approximately

8% of the total residential buildings in Karrada.
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