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Abstract

This study addresses the problematic relationship between Islamic
creed (‘Aqidah) and philosophical nihilism within the context of
contemporary thought. It seeks to offer a critical reading of the roots of
nihilism, its current manifestations, and to illustrate the ways in which
Islamic doctrine confronts these challenges. The research begins by
defining philosophical nihilism as an intellectual tendency that denies the
existence of purpose or meaning in life, presenting its various forms,
including existential, moral, and epistemological nihilism. The first chapter
explores the philosophical origins of nihilism, highlighting the influences
of major philosophers such as Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, and Camus. It
then examines the contemporary manifestations of nihilism in the twenty-
first century, where it has evolved into cultural and social forms expressed
through new atheism, absurdist culture, and existential suicide. The second
chapter i1s dedicated to analyzing the Islamic doctrinal position towards
philosophical nihilism. It emphasizes the centrality of meaning and
purposeful existence in the Qur'anic worldview, portraying the human
being as a creation endowed with a mission of stewardship and cultivation.
The research further discusses the theological rebuttal of nihilistic
propositions, affirming the meanings of faith in God, resurrection, and
divine judgment as essential pillars that provide coherent existential
reassurance. The study concludes by proposing scientific and practical
strategies to reinforce Islamic creed in confronting the intellectual
challenges posed by nihilism, emphasizing the need for educational and
intellectual renewal, and the development of religious discourse that
addresses contemporary human intellectual needs. The study reveals that
Islamic creed, with its stability and profound rootedness, offers coherent
existential answers that preserve human meaning and dignity against
misleading nihilistic currents, making it a safeguard for human thought in
an era of existential anxiety.

Keywords: Creed, Islam, Philosophical Nihilism, Critical Study,
Fundamentals of Religion
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